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them from all the Churches, and the almost imper-
ceptible shading that distinguished them from the
followers of Bradlaugh. Like all very popular,
party-names, Agnosticism paid the penalty of
success by losing the perfectly definite meaning it
was at first intended to convey, and by becoming
associated with all sorts of hazy scepticisms which
the original Agnostics would have been the first to
disown. An impression has thus been created that
those who reject the popular religion have no
alternative but a comprehensive profession of
ignorance about themselves and the world in which
they live. An older and somewhat less ambiguous
word, " Rationalism," has been coming into more
favour of recent years to denote the position of
those who trust their reason so far as it goes, while
refusing to believe any proposition on evidence
that would not be admitted in natural science or
in the affairs of common life, and absolutely
rejecting what is inconsistent either with itself or
with any truth generally acknowledged as such.

A History of the Rise and Influence of the Spirit
of Rationalism, by the late Mr. Lecky, published
in 1865, did much to promote a better appreciation
among English readers of what reason has done to
further the happiness of mankind by insensibly
undermining the credence once given to various
noxious superstitions. Lecky was not himself a
deep or a logical thinker, and his dependence on
authority is the reverse of rational; but his suave
and conciliatory style did much to procure an
entry for Buckle's ideas in circles which Buckle's
extremely plain speaking had tended to alienate
and alarm.